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On How Confucius Drawing from Lao-zi's Thoughts of Moral Education

—Based on The Analects of Confucius and Tao Teh King

Feng Wenquan & Feng Biying

Abstract: The reason Confucianism has become the main stream of Chinese traditional
culture and traditional moral education is that Confucius has drawn from and developed the
thoughts of Lao-zi. Based on The Analects of Confucius and Tao Teh King, we find that Confucius
promoted and drew from Lao-zi's thoughts of moral philosophy and moral education in many
aspects of Confucian moral education. They have many common views, which reflect in the
following aspects. Both of them like to seek truth and did a lot of things, and rejected to talk
much. They are modest to the people. They are merciful and humble. They have strong
determination even in the poor conditions. They hold the view that moral education should depend
on the moral model not the teaching in words, and the form of moral personality mainly depends
on the self-teaching of moral subjects.

Key words: Confucius, Lao-zi, moral philosophy, moral education



