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Reseach on City-God Cults in the Ming-Qing Shaanxi Area: the Relations between
Fort-type Settlements and City-God Temples
ZHANG Chuanyong
(College of History , Nankai University )

Abstract: It is noteworthy that in the Ming-Qing Dynasties there were hundreds of
city-god temples in towns and villages in Shaanxi area. From Tang-Sung, as the
important military area and embroiled in endless wars, Shaanxi had a large number
fort-type settlements established from county capitals to towns and villages besides
castles as national defense system. The establishment of city-god temples in towns and
villages connected with that of fort-type settlements. As the protection god, city-god
temple should be established in the city with walls. And this is the general principle since
city-god were documented. Shaanxi is unique in that it had epitomized the principle. In
the Ming-Qing Dynasties city-god temples in towns and villages in Shaanxi were the

important type of the worship of city-god temples in towns and villages.
Keywords: Shaanxi; City-God Temples in Towns and Villages; Fort-type Settlements
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