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On Rise of South China Ye Lineage and the Daoist Monastery, Daoist
Priests in the Middle and Late Tang Dynasty

WU Zhen
(The School of Literature, Nankai University)

Abstract: The Ye lineage in Zhejiang SongYang have kept the occupation as Lay
Daoist in the lineage tradition since 6 CE. During early Kaiyuan Era, The Forth Ye
Daoist, YE Fashan got his ancestors be bestowed by the emperor and changed the
lineage land to two Daoist monastery which favored the lineage to rise. Relying on
the two monasteries, the SongYang Ye lineage gradually wielded influence on local
religious-cultural society since mid-Tang and has ascent to be the local leading family
listed in the Tun-Huang manuscripts. The ascent of Ye lineage interprets the
interaction mode between humble lineage and religion Daoist, which also reflects the
mobility of social stratification after mid-Tang.

Keywords: Lineage History, Local Society in Tang Dynasty, Daoist Monastery,
Tang Daoist
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