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Northern Academies during the Yuan:Cultural Relations between
Mongols and Han Chinese

Linda Walton
(Department of History, Portland State University)

Abstract: After the Mongol conquest of China, many academies formerly established
in the Song were restored by the Mongol government. Some academies were also restored
by local elite families or by individual scholars. Of course, the goals of the Mongol
government and Han local elites in restoring these academies were different. However, both
mutually participated in a process of cultural accommodation. Many new academies were
also established after the Mongol conquest, continuing a trend from the Southern Song. The
expansion of academies in the Southern Song and the spread of Daoxue were interrelated,
and the promotion of Daoxue by the Yuan court was also an important factor in the founding
and restoration of academies throughout the country. Both the support of academies and the
promotion of Daoxue by the Yuan government can be seen as strategies to unify the north
and south and to reduce resistance to Mongol rule. In his book, Studies on Yuan Academies,
Xu Zi focused on “officialization” as a main theme, explaining that in many circumstances —
administration, financing — Yuan academies were like prefectural and county schools. More
recently, in A History of Academies in China (2006), Deng Hongbo also promoted this
characteristic of Yuan academies. In the specific case of northern academies in the Yuan,
what does “officialization” mean? Making use of records on 25 academies, this paper seeks
to answer that question. It also sheds light on the integration of the north and south in terms
of intellectual culture reflected in Mongol-Han interactions at northern academies,
emphasizing continuities between Song and Yuan.

Keywords: academies, Mongol-Han relations, “officialization,” Daoxue
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