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Moral Education Research: the Independence and

Openness of Discipline

XUE Xiao-yang
(School of Educational Science, Yangzhou University, Jiangsu Yangzhou 225002, China)

Abstract: The establishment of subject system in the university not only indicates that
knowledge canbe the object of researching, but also means the birth of a new kind of academic
power. It forms a closed territory which rejects “outsiders to go inside”with the boundary of
discipline. From this point of view, school moral education is a kind of discipline, but till now it
hasn t achieved the status of discipline whichit deserves. As the nature and content of discipline,
moral education, is always short of stability. More of-ten, it is carrying out a mission or solving a
problem but not doing professional research. Of course, com-pared with other disciplines, moral

education has more social responsibilities and practical characteristics. However, today s problem



is not that the discipline nature of moral education is killing the practicality ofit, on the contrary,
the practicality of moral education is disturbing and destroying the discipline nature ofit, which
makes the moral education lose the nature of autonomy and exploration.

Key words: moral education research; discipline of moral education; independence of

discipline; respon-sibility of discipline
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