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Dictionary Use Training and Dictionary Types on Their Effects

on Incidental Vocabulary Acquisition

ZHANG He' XU Jia-jin?
(1. Foreign Language School, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu, Anhui 241000, China; 2. National
Research Centre for Foreign Language Education, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089,
China)

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to discover whether training of dictionary use is helpful to senior
high school students and which dictionary type, namely bilingual dictionaries or bilingual dictionaries, is
more effective for incidental vocabulary acquisition through a six-month empirical study. The result of the
experiment shows that the score of students who received training in dictionary use is significantly higher
than that of those who did not. The result also demonstrates that there is no significant difference
between bilingual dictionaries and bilingual dictionaries in terms of its effectiveness on senior high school
students’ incidental vocabulary acquisition.

Key words: training of dictionary use; dictionary types; bilingual dictionaries; bilingual dictionaries;

incidental vocabulary acquisition
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