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Mr. Wang Zhixin and His Historical Outline of Christianity in China

Dr. Xu Yi-hua
(Center for American Studies, Fudan University)

Abstract: This paper is prepared as an introduction to the new edition of Mr. Wang Zhixin’s Historical
Outline of Christianity in China. This book, published in 1940, is the first general history of Chinese
Christianity written by a Chinese historian and has laid, to some extent, a foundation for the study of
church history in China. The paper is composed of four parts. The first part is a brief narration of the life
and work of Mr. Wang Zhixin, and the historical studies of Chinese Christian Church prior to Wang’s
Historical Outline; the second part attempts to analyze the themes and features of Historical Outline,
and the criticisms of Wang’s contemporaries against this important work; The third part explores the role
of Mr. Wang Zhixin in the debate on the Chinese independent church movement and the “accusation
campaign” in the field of church history organized by the TSPM in the early 1950s; and the final part
focuses on the impact of Mr. Wang’s Historical Outline on the historiography of Christianity in China and
the major works of church history in Chinese in the “post-Wang Zhixin era.”

Key words: Wang Zhixin; Historical Outline of Christianity in China; historiography of Christianity in
China

A% B #: 2003 - 05 - 29

W BA BB, F(Rk), LA, RETHMAXRFZTHREAYFEEL, LERFREHMR PRI,
A5,

' Ho Hing-cheong and Chan Chi-ho, “Wang Zhixin (1881-1968) as a Practical Chinese Indigenizer of
Christianity,” in The Proceedings of the 1st 1nternational Seminar on the Studies of History of
Christianity in North East Asia for Graduate Students and Junior Scholars, organized by Korea
Academy of Church History, August 22-25, 2001, pp. 133=142.

2 EyRL: PEAGESINET, B G TN (1925451 ), 11-16 1T

TR N A ARRIBOE 7 5, WSRO (B R SR 3R, R AR 1999
., 68-151 U1; IRUASE: (PRE#m 0B ER), BARLISE. SRIKRE 4. CEEHAR) GE 14, b



W 5 AL 2002 4F, 256-282 T
ERO: RS EAGCER, K CELAT 1B 6 M (1926 4E 5 ), 1-17 T,
gk BB HT, LHW, JEROCHEREM, S5 YJI44009, TS 3.
® Wit (R EETAER) CRIT, FUEIE A LR 1987 4R,

T ST RE b E B EOCE (FSY, AT S AR, b EI R HUE I M LR R, B GEARTE
B TR AET]) TS (1998 ), 5-30 1L,

®ALM: CGEHEBRZ KI5/ 1900 —1950 4EHE NAIIRSN TR R340, #E2RhSCHk HERH: 2000 45,
175 L.

® (R AR S R 1940 4 H AR R TR . B RTZ 154 1988 4E K10 EilgSr JEIISEEN AR 1996
FEACHURTT AL IR . ¥R A5 )5 1977 4 CLEMTIZAS I 2 4 it

0w, b E T B A, B GG 2 55 2 W1 (1926 4E 12 H), 79 Ti.

YoxE (P EBB R WIS, WIS TR0 ChEILBEECE) T, RARW % (h
2R A EREY CREEE), EHREHMRA 1997 45, 1972-1076 1.

2 WG NP E RN, B (LS4 A) 513 %555 5 ] (1940 4F), 254 T,

'3 Daniel H. Bays, “The Growth of Independent Christianity in China, 1900-1937,” in Daniel H. Bays, ed.,
Christianity in China, from the Eighteenth Century to the Present (Stanford, California: Stanford
University Press, 1996), 307-316.

" ORTB N E R R 497, 259 T

BB ERL: KT REECCEIN S, B (ki) 524 B 2 11 (1948 4E 12 ),
36-40 7.

10 FE 1952 4EZ (KRR gRtB RS T EVA O CRg) 1T RIS TR, RS IXAT RN,
X TSR B KA, ARSI, DU TR B IR, A T AT
ARSI, SR [ 3 ek . (EMBIRLUS , AWt TH%. #F. Bidmses), i3k
FEBANR 3R E 8, A BRI AT, AR5 E L AR, EEBARSIZH. #l
INAGA Ty ALHED . A SO, AHEEEK I 2 B L B I, B S AT A TR, 2 R, R
PRI — (U . SCAGAR B VS R 2Ae . BE BRI TAE BRIk 2 22t v 8 i A o
MR, LA SRS 50 [ S SCRIBIE . RN, RSO IH R SR, 3 T ACE R [ 5 R
(o S, B A IE Y T, 75 R A — 2, RS R I R 3 AR, X SeBE B T 3k
I AR BRI, SR X E XS REGATKH, ML T HORHIR . "R L “EVRL S R A
R E BB g, B CRRD) 1952 E55 1 # (195241 H 5 H), 10 L.

T YRR SR OB A IE T AT, WS RO TR AR, B LR 19 4R
14 3] (1922 %4 19 H), CHiE) 4-8 1.

" TR A E AR A SRR A4, B (D b AR T A (2 P E Sk
AR ZE I s (3) S2id o BAS B IUEAL I AT S| EifL: “h EAR SR IR

Y ORTBIEA L E RS EE SRRY h ER B 40, 10 T

2 S ERR R AT SR A . TTRRA S 18 TUS 2 AT B K (A3 B e T BT A A

11



it fe”s [FIRES 21 BB 8 AT SRR T — 5 B — N AT J 32 SO SSuse (T s R R~ — 5K P
— N HIHES S,

2 E

2 (Whik) 1952 4E 11 HE, 19-25 i,
2 (W) 1953 4E 9 H5, 20-23 Ui,
2 (Whik) 1953 4E 10 H5, 10-16 T,

20 St S AT [ 3 SORI S B 02 AR S R A A () — DY 4 LA R B e T TAME ShHE 4% 4T
TP ECRTIR I () — N AR I AR IR B bt vp B A I 0 (=) — )\ \SERUR A Tt
NN AL O ] (DD —Ju OO AR LR ki [ 3= SOM B e e OIS 300 (D) — L= 4B
JRREANFAR . WL (PpE) 19562 4 11 J] 45, 23 T,

20 RN TP L G B OSSO R M, B (P 1954 4F 2 JT9, 42 T ARk “BHEYA
SRR, 3 (k) 1954 423 A5, 41 T,

2T AP G B B S B R, 43

28 SOCAE R R LR B A IS BN = RSN AT 2R, AN A g AR Y . W ARt
BRI RIE, AR BARIE, 3 (i) 1952422 A%, 30-31 I,
2 KFRIGFRIOVERS TS A SR MUTES IS — i HETH R RS A g3
WH, WASEERN: (EREERZ LT REERRIL ), i, (EREERZ LR KIL
) diZE4s 1999 42, 257-288 i,

0 e, ik EEA I AEEDY, WK 1957 4ESE 19 W, 11-12 T, ENI: BN @ g s
FH, #8 ORI 1958 4E55 13, 23-24 T, Al TR 88 7 W8 56 T 52 #7328 o) J i L S i
(R 1958 44 1 1, 24 T,

Al R IR AR 7, H (R 1957 4R 17 1, 23-24 B0 ok ik
WRIN=HEBB LI MA IR, & (RA) 1957 4E58 19 ], 12-13 1L,

32 Fg: LT RN E S ST S — e W, B (R 1958 4EEE 4 1, 13 T,

3B M (KR 1957 4E55 2 W, 18-19. 24 i, U “RIZESCEE . ZEh E AR, Ay 2E L el
TEAEAEN”, TS A ST 2 ], BATRAE E =, A g E MRS A IME N,

HONSULLIE . W (REREN A SR, B EaRY CRiE) 1982 4555 3 1, 57-59 T
PRIAL: AR P B A A BRI, B (ERME) BITS (1994 £ 6 J1), 15-16 1L,

B0 7 RS BRI O . B, SRR, BRAAPR. REZERE. MREEE. #EE.
O AP EREFH VIS (P E AR B TR Y, B AR B R 1982 4

3 BRI EFIN N 20 L EETFEA T 1914 48, %S — I SRR R 450 T W A sk ik iAok
fh4d”. UL K. S. Latourett, A History of the Expansion of Christianity, the Great Century (vols. 4, 5, 6),
Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zonolervan, 1941-1944 .3 Z#x LAJE . “35 FHr 8ulESMERLZ 5 iR F, s
F I g (EBRCRIGT: G- ETE), Lilg SOl i 2002 4F, 44-68 1.

% Frances F. Hiebert, “Beyond a Post-Modern Critique of Modern Missions: The Nineteenth Century
Revisited,” in Missiology, vol. 25, no. 3 (July 1997), 259-277.

12



O ERUAE: KRR RS LR TR, BT g OB EIRE — ISR 2001 4R
e i 2 — M ey SEF BRI 28 ST, BB T 64 ARMLEY 2002 4F, 77 1L,

O ER BB P U HRE, WEBAE . TR (IR ? B E IR,
HAGE S 1F 2000 4, 249-250 1. X T HEERBCLARIIREER, TSE2E: “BIEH (—):
RWPER e 2R S5 “@ITHE (5D —Jub O FLURIEE", & It Af? SR
HEE IR, 211-246 T,

13



