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“Wisdom Comes From Knowledge”:
A Kind Of Class Chinese Viewpoint About Wisdom

Wang Fengyan Zheng Hong

(School of Educational Sciences , Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, 210097)

Abstract: There is a significant and valuable viewpoint about wisdom in the Chinese traditional
culture, which is the opinion of wisdom comes from knowledge, that is. if a person accumulates
knowledge unceasingly, and does some transformation correctly, s’/he would obtain wisdom gradually by
the approach of “transforming knowledge into wisdom”. The kind of opinion of wisdom was proposed by
the Chinese sages is mainly based on two aspect evidences: from the perspective of philology; and
Some classical explications that maintained opinion of “wisdom comes from knowledge”. Seen from the
perspective of modern psychology, the wisdom opinion of “wisdom comes from knowledge” has two
notable advantages. (1) This opinion pays great attention to define wisdom from the angle of knowledge;
and (2) This opinion has the meaning of “transforming knowledge into wisdom”. The opinion that wisdom
comes from knowledge has also three defects: Firstly, it could make a misunderstanding that wisdom
was same as broad knowledge; Secondly, it ignores the essential difference during the progress that
wisdom is produced when solving simple and complicated problem; Thirdly, it could easily make a
misunderstanding that wisdom is a kind of a concept of acknowledgement.

Key words: Wisdom; Knowledge; Wisdom Comes From Knowledge; changing knowledge into
wisdom
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