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Characters of student thinking and living conditions

LI Xiaowen
ISRD, ECNU

Abstract: This study was focused on characters of students’ thinking and information resources.
Characters of thinking was studied using questionnaire we developed, which was divided into three
categories: to test the depth of understanding, to test meaning construction, and to test the radiation of
thinking. Information resources included evaluation of influences of teachers, frequencies of access to
medias, and quantity of reading. 210 students from 5 grades was selected to conduct this study. We find
that the level of abstract understanding among 7" graders is lower than the average level of 7" graders
10 years ago, the width of thinking among the students is enlarged but there are significant differences
among individuals, there is no significant relationship between the quantity of information accessed and

level of thinking.

Key Words: characters of thinking, living conditions
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