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Abstract: To evaluate the representative work of offensive realism “The Tragedy of Great Power
Politics”, this paper puts forward three dimensions of understanding international relations (IR) theory:
science-hypothesis-ideas and three levels of evaluating international relations theory:
personality-nationality-character of the times, arguing that the dimension of ideas is the key to grasp the
essence of international relations theory. As the important embodiment of ideas in nationality,
Mearsheimer’s theory, like other American international relations theories, is another revelation of
American Exceptionalism----what the international relations theory explains are behaviors of other
countries except the U.S.----this is the tragedy of international relations theory. By analyzing the
deficiencies of offensive realism, this paper advances three evaluating laws: 1) alienation, i.e., during the
developing process of IR theory, there is both self-affirmation and self-negation to gain its contemporary
legitimacy; 2) assimilation: i.e., IR theory evolutes from entirely different to continuous conjunction,
showing its characteristics when harmonizing with others to gain its contemporary rationality; 3)
fundamentalisation: like any other kinds of thinking, when IR theory has come into being, it gets the trend

of fundamentalization, i.e., affirm itself by negating the opposites to gain its contemporary teleonomic.

Key words: Offensive realism; tragedy; great power politics; international relations theory
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