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Harmonious society, marriage and family: a case study of marriage and family
of the Ewink people in changing culture

BAO Ying-hua

(Department of Ethnology, School of Ethnology and Sociology,Inner Mongolia University, Hohhot,
Inner Mongolia, 010021)

Abstract: The forms of marriage and family of the Ewink people have been challenged in the recent
decades, due to the effect from social changes and influences from the other peoples such as Han
Chinese. This paper, based on previous researches done by other scholars and author’s own field
observation in the Ewink pastoral community in Ewink Banner in the eastern Inner Mongolia,
demonstrates the factors of modernity that resulted in the changes in Ewink marriage and family.
Under the influence from the modernization, especially that from the socialized experience in the
process, the ethnic identity of the people is formed not by their rational choice. The group’s
socialization in the greater social context provides them another kind of experiences in self identity
rather than the traditional one. The new collective identity promotes in objective sense the unity and
harmonious relations among the different ethnic groups.

Key words: harmonious society;marriage;family;Ewink people
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