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The Scientific Approach to Development and the Paradigm

Shift of Education Policy in China

Dongping Yang

Abstract: Since 2003, in the context of building up “Harmony Society” and practicing the “Scientific Approach to
Development”, the long expected conversion of the perception of educational development has finally emerged
based on the formulation of the "Eleven-Fifth" Plan and the amendment to the Compulsory Education Law. Such a
conversion impulses the paradigmatic shift of China’s education policy. Such a policy paradigm shift has many
dimensions: first, the development pattern named “industrialization of education” which has lasted many years has
blocked; second, the rural compulsory education, education equity and balanced development of compulsory
education have become the keystone of education policy; finally, new notion of education and new value of
education have begun to take shape, and some new factors have emerged which can influence the process of
education policy. Of course, the new paradigm of education policy is still at the very beginning, and its
universalization and institutionalization will be a slow and complicated process.
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