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An empirical Research on the Interpersonal Relationship during China’s Social
Transformation

—— an evidence from Guangdong province

Liu Luhu

(Department of Sociology, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: The transformation of China’s society inevitably brings great changes to the Chinese traditional interpersonal
relationship —— Chaxugeju. Opinions about this change vary differently. Some researchers thought that the emerging of
instrumental behavior and the changing of Danwei system destroy the traditional interpersonal relationship greatly, but
others argued that this traditional Chaxugeju is still existed. Based on a large-sized survey on citizens dwelling in
Guangdong province, this paper finds that the changing of Danwei system and instrumental behavior has greatly affected
the traditional interpersonal relationships. The instrumental interest relationship and the relationship with leaders begin to
be near the center of interpersonal relationship, but family relationship is still at the core due to the longtime traditional
culture influence.

Keywords: interpersonal relationship; Chaxugeju; instrumental behavior; Danwei system
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