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An Empirical Study on Drought Measures in The Stock Farming Area
Under Current System

Sudesiqgin

(Center for Mongolian Studies, Inner Mongolia University, Inner Mongolia, Hohhot, 010021)

Abstract:: In this paper, Showlonchagan Banner, a stock farming area located in the central part of Inner

Mongolia was chosen as the study area. This study focused on measures that the herdsmen take to deal



with drought. The analysis result shows that basically the Otor method (moving with livestock during an
extended period) from the past became impossible and traditional nomadic herding method was
fundamentally repealed. Nowadays only the households with relatives in other areas go to Otor while
attempting to maintain the minimum management scale to make ends meet. But this kind of network
doesn't exist for most herdsmen households. More than half of the herdsmen households struggle to run a
minimum management scale by keeping the livestock in a barn. The rising price of hay and feed ended up
with an expensive management cost, which makes it difficult for these herdsmen to maintain a minimum
management scale. As a result, a lot of households sell a great part of their livestock, therefore even
maintaining the minimum management scale turned out to be difficult. Moreover, when selling their livestock,
herdsmen are suffering from lack of market information and the absence of herdsmen’s organizations, for
example, a herdsmen’s union. This situation has a good chance to bring further loss to herdsmen when
they want to purchase livestock for the management restoration in the future. In some herdsmen’s
households, a trend of diary cow breeding was confirmed. However, the problems, such as the high price of
diary cows, the shortage of technical support and the absence of trade connection, showed that as a kind of
draught measure, this practice is not necessarily effective. As a conclusion, a survival measure from
drought is urgently needed under the current system.

Key words: pasture land contract system;nomadic method; drought measures;Iinner Mongolian stock

farming area
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