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Book Review

Archaeology: Theories, Methods and Practice 3" Edition by Colin
Renfrew and Paul Bahn

Abstract: Renfrew and Bahn contribute a classic text to education of contemporary archaeology.
Comparing with several other texts, it is not difficult for us to recognize its advantages such as excellent
insight, beautiful writing as well as perfect editing. However, this book must be regarded more as an
extravagant guide to archaeology instead of a real text. Its processual and positivist perspective show
some contradicts in the introduction to post-processual views. After recommended by several Chinese
excellent archaeologists, in the end, this book has been published in China. The translation to Chinese
will no doubt significantly influence the development of Chinese archaeology in the future, since this kind
of work had never been done before. The organizer of this work invited best Chinese translators who
knew well both western archaeology and English in the world. In the review, some mistakes in translation
are rectified as the compensation for the work.

Keywords: Archaeological Text; Translation; Renfrew



