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The economic pattern and environmental context of Lower Xiajiadian
culture reflected by the excavation data of Dashangian Site

Wang Li-xin

Abstract: Through the analysis of the materials excavated in Dashangian Site, we can learn that the
polished and chipped stone hoes which are considered as the main tools for digging in Lower Xiajiadian
Culture are not suitable for plowing. The wood plough might have been widely used instead of the stone
hoes at that time. The innovation of the plowing tools and the development of the cultivation tools indicate
that Lower Xiajiadian Culture belongs to the type of intensive agriculture. It changes a lot comparing with
the Neolithic archeological cultures in West Liaoning. Combining the identification and analysis of the
grains of cereal and animal bones, we can define that millet cultivation agriculture took the leading role in
the economic pattern of Dashangian Lower Xiajiadian Culture settlement and the domestic animal raising
was the important supplementary means of food. The function of hunting has become quite limited. This
kind of economic pattern is similar to the contemporaneous archeological cultures in the middle and
lower reaches of Yellow River as well. The preferable natural environment to nowadays is the advantage
which supported the millet cultivation agriculture and the domestic animal raising.

Keywords: Dashangian; economic pattern ; Lower Xiajiadian Culture
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