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The Way to the Harmonious Society from the Perspective of Kuznets’
Hypothesis

GUO Xi-bao


http://www.stats.gov.cn
http://hdr.undp.org/hdr2006

.Abstract: Kuznets’ Hypothesis means income distribution and environments firstly worsen and then improve as
an economy develops. China maintained high-speed growth in the past three decades while its income distribution
and environment has been worsening at same time. This shows that Kuznets’ Hypothesis exists in China.
However, this is not in contradiction with building up a harmonious society. It is not possible to synchronize among
economic development, social equality and environmental amenities. The road to a harmonious society is nonlinear,
and the progress of disharmonious development is an inevitable way to harmonious society. In the beginning of the
reform, China’ s economy was backward, so it was correct that the central government raised the slogan “efficiency
first and equality second” . Today, China’ s economy developed fast and entered the ranking of middle-income
countries while its income distribution and environment seriously worsened at same time. In this situation, it is also
correct that Chinese central government raises scientific view of development and constructing socialist harmonious
society in time. It is consistent with the law of economic development.

Keywords: Kuznets’ Hypothesis; economic development; harmonious society
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HEF S

*1 1978—2006 F 5 H I N ZEE R IF B
- WS | RNERE | 2EERE | WS4 | WE%EE | AFEAR GDP | ATk
NERBRH | ANEERE | NERRH | BALLE | RALLE MR R SIS

1978 16 21.24 31.7 2.57 2.57 349 9.6
1979 16 23.70 33 2.53 2.49 335 9.8
1980 16 24.07 32 2.50 2.35 33.6 9.1
1981 15 24.06 29.0 2.24 2.08 31.9 9.3
1982 15 24.17 28.8 1.98 1.82 30.6 9.0
1983 15 24.16 27.2 1.82 1.66 30.2 9.5
1984 16 24.39 25.7 1.84 1.63 29.6 9.4
1985 19 22.67 314 1.86 1.53 30.0 8.2
1986 19 30.42 333 2.13 1.69 29.3 7.6
1987 20 30.45 343 2.17 1.64 29.0 7.5
1988 23 30.26 34.94 2.17 1.51 279 55
1989 23 30.99 36.0 2.28 1.53 27.7 6.6
1990 23 30.99 34.6 2.20 1.64 26.6 7.2
1991 24 30.72 36.2 2.40 1.72 28.0 7.5
1992 25 31.34 37.8 2.58 1.78 29.1 73
1993 27 32.92 - 2.80 1.89 30.7 8.4
1994 30 32.10 - 2.86 1.95 31.2 10.5
1995 28 34.15 41.5 2.71 1.94 314 10.1
1996 28 32.29 - 2.51 1.85 31.2 10.6
1997 29 32.85 - 2.47 1.83 31.8 11.7
1998 30 33.69 40.33 2.51 1.86 322 11.3
1999 30 33.61 - 2.65 1.96 35.6 12.1
2000 32 35.36 41.7 2.79 2.04 33.6 12.5
2001 32 36.03 44.7 2.90 2.12 33.8 134
2002 32 36.46 454 3.11 2.30 339 13.8
2003 33 36.80 45.8 3.23 2.40 17.3
2004 334 36.92 46.5 3.21 242 17.5
2005 3.22 2.50 18.1
2006 3.28 2.57

FORLRIE: 30 2 2 SOBON L3RRI T E R Gk Jm Wt . 4 EEE e REek B T FURAT A 8dE, L9 2000 4L
HERER RS A SR (RN ZBE SR M) 56 86-87 T1; 2001, 2002 FFE&l 51 ABLA « il (QLJe KA 5 E
PLSEIREREY, BB H M) 2006 42 F 14 H; 2003, 2004 4R A T Fm iy (B8 RECELT 0. 47, HiMIAZE AR
Y CNRM 3 H 13 HDo RAIEE RECK BT (hEARFHE A4S 2002, 2005). T e RECK A TFLENE (b
Bl BN B A B R S 2004, 2005). 44 B A8 GDP ZERR e REL. AT N ZER I e RECET I A R (N ZE
PESR GV ) 5 86-87 TL, 2002 ELAFAT LM A ZEREEL JE R B2k, DR (RAFEH 51 AF), (2007 4
B SRS Y HE SRS



x2 1990—2002 4 G-7 HZEK. HES+HE SN mFEHRETHR

AL

I ] PNES| i 5] Nl HA % H JIlE-DN i ] I
1990 372 133 533 177 100 2093 326 161 1494
1991 354 144 400 166 98 2029 362 160 1622
1992 346 126 331 156 95 2002 314 161 1685
1993 312 109 295 145 91 1974 259 157 1795
1994 268 104 247 136 97 1935 251 160 1875
1995 236 98 194 129 94 1688 263 153 1891
1996 203 95 134 123 90 1667 253 150
1997 167 81 104 115 90 1709 252 136 2346
1998 161 82 84 102 90 1718 254 115 2090
1999 123 69 74 92 85 1586 250 95 1857
2000 119 63 64 77 86 1477 238 — 1995
2001 12 57 64 74 86 1441 241 — 1948
2002 100 54 61 67 86 1385 239 — 1927
2003 — — — — — — — — 2159
2004 — — — — — — — — 2255
2005 — — — — — — — — 2549
2006 — — — — — — — — 2588

199020021 o | 60s 89% 63% | -14% | -34% | -27% — —
AR

FORRIRUE: Ak B T EER G R, 1997 RIS 2 AL HE s HAR R kIR T OECD, OECD
Environmental Data Compendium 2004 Data. 2. Air and climate,

http://www. oecd. org/document/21/0, 2340, en 2649 34303 2516565 1 1 1 1,00.html
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