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Neo-Confucian Thoughts and Official Culture of Yu Si in South Fujian in
Two Songs

XU Zhe-na
(History Department, Nankai University, Tianjin, 300071 )

Abstract: The transition of the culture of official yu si (sacrifice praying for rain) in Minnan (Southern
Fujian) was in fact an interactive course among the state, local community and officials in traditional
Chinese society. The tolerance or even encouragement and advocation of court (state) and local
officials, and the active accomodation of the local community, had made many deities formerly exclusive
of the state sacrifice list appear in the culture of yu si. The Neo-Confucian thought in grown-up had
gradually participated in this interactive course, making the culture of yu si display a kind of new
transforming trend and traits.

Key words: sacrifice praying for rain (yu-si); Neo-Confucianism; Two Songs; Minnan (South Fujian)
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