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The Cultural Functions of Minben Reflected in the Mass Political
Mentality

Zhang Fentian
(Center for Chinese Social History Studies, Nankai University, Tianjn 300071)

Abstract: In ancient China, the fundamental thinking of minben had been widely accepted by all stratum
of the society. This kind of nation-wide political culture, which was grounded in the economic institution,
political institution, social structure and historical cultural traditions that was shared by the mass, had
generated many common cultural orientation and political mentality that embodied basic social and
political features, exerting various-facet political and cultural functions, mainly the function of regime
identification and role identification, function of interest expression and interest synthesis, function of
political review and political criticism, function of political adjustment and dynasty change, etc. The
thought of minben was intrinsically the spiritual power that championed the monarchic political model.
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