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On Subject-Predicate Relation
XuePing
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Institute of Philosophy, Shanghai 200235, China

Abstract: The subject-predicate relation is the relation between the semantic roles of subject(s) and
predicate of an atomic sentence of a language. According to this paper, the precondition of such a
relation is the fact that people treat properties of a thing in the world as grounds to distinguish it from
other things in the world dissimilar to it, or as grounds to treat other things in the world similar to it as
belonging to one and the same class. The relation between subject(s) and predicate of an arbitrary
atomic sentence S can be characterized with the help of the following truth-definition of an utterance
U(S) of S. Suppose U(S) is either true or false. Then U(S) is true, if and only if, the referent of subject
of S in U(S) (or the n-ary ordered group of objects consists of the referents of all subjects of S in U(S))
has the property referred to by the predicate of S in U(S).

Keyword: Property; Distinguishing-Classifying Practice; The Working-condition of an Utterance of an
Atomic Sentence
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