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Qualia problem and the criticism on contemporary inter pretation of

therelations between the mind and body in functionalism
CHENWe  DING Jun
(The Psychology department of Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou, 310018;
Institute of scientific and technological philosophy, Hangzhou Normal University, 310018)

Abstract: As the leading ideology in western philosophy of mind, functionalism’s theory is
accepted by most people, though. There are philosophers, holding skeptical opinions severely.
Upon the reconsideration of the functionalism and its related controversies criticaly, it holds that
on the basis of explaining the relations between the mind and body, qualia problem is aways the
biggest chalenge that functionalism can’t avoid. Functionalism meets the ‘hardcore’, which
cannot be solved by itself theoretically and practically. Thisis caused by the misunderstanding and
simplifying the problem in mind and body’s relation. The major reflection isin the fundamentality
of mechanicalism (but not in the orientation of materialism) .Subjective characteristics of
consciousness transformation in the study of mind ontology is one of the more suitable
explanations on the mind-body problem.

Key Words: The relations between mind and body, Functionalism, Qualia, Kite model of qualia
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