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Modern Universal Grounds: Recognizing the Real Merge of Chinese
Culture and Europe Enlightened Thought

Hu Xiaoming
(Institute of Modern Chinese Thought and Culture Research, East China Normal University, Shanghai
200062 )

Abstract It's a common knowledge that the enlightened thought in 18 century is the origin of modernity.
From the view of comparative culture, Chinese traditional thought took part in the self-constructing of
Europe enlightened thought in 18 century. Therefore, modernity is not only European value but universal
value. The essay explores the contribution of Chinese thought on European enlightened thought in 18
century from following aspects: first, democratic politics. Chinese thought helped appropriately
enlightened value. Second, Chinese thought took part in the course of practical reason instead of theology.
Third, the independent thought of Confucianism and the naturism of Dao effected deeply the enlightened
value of independence.

Key words Modernity  Universality  the Enlightenment Chinese thought
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