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A Study on the Formation of Love-consciousness in Moral Education
----Re-thinking the Western and Chinese Experiences of Human Nature

Lv li-yan
(Research Institute of Moral Education, Nanjing Normal University,
Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstruct: In Chinese culture, self-sufficiency in morality is the fundamental evaluation on
self-experiences of individual. The ideal way of life is compared to a natural overflow of that self-trained
morality. As such, in Chinese culture there is a kind of over-optimism about human nature on
self-controlled consciousness, so that it lacks the motivation of seeking for a transcended spirit which is
beyond the worldly one, and it also causes a happiness-oriented tendency in spiritual life. This concept of
self-sufficiency in morality resulted in the dilemma of exudes-morality and de-morality. Comparatively, the
western culture based their self-consciousness on the sin-awareness, which is a seedbed for breeding a
kind of moral education, underlying which is the transcendental love. Therefore, the Chinese moral
education must come out of its narrow-confined indigenous frame. Through re-thinking the different
evaluations on human nature in both western and Chinese culture, we, as educators, may be able to

promote the love-consciousness and take the mission of cultivating citizens with loving hearts.

Keywords: moral education; human nature; morality-consciousness; dallying;

sin-consciousness; love-consciousness



