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Causality and the Unpredictability of Human Behavior

XUE Ping

(The Ingtitute of Philosophy, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai, 200235, China)

Abstract: What underlies the existence of causality isthat of persistent things that can undertake
changes, of whose nature people have knowledge; if a persistent thing undertakes a change, people
can redlize this fact with the help of their knowledge of its nature, and thereby provide causal
explanation for the change. Among all instances of causality, we can distinguish instances of
natural causality from those of rational causality, an important difference between them is that the
former can provide ground for reasonable prediction, the latter can not. The causal connection
between human behavior and its reason is rational causality, hence, despite that reasonable
explanation can, reasonable prediction of human behavior cannot be made on the basis of it, and
the explanation of the Unpredictability of Human Behavior provided by Nozick should be
rejected.

Keywords: Persistent Things, Property; Changes Undertook by Persistent Things, Causa
Potentiality; Causal Connection; Rationality; Prediction
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