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The Paradigmatic Shift of the Peasant Worker Policy and Its

Impedients

Xiaoyang Jiang  Linda Wong

Abstract: Since the late 1990s, a series of inclusive policies toward Chinese peasant workers have been enacted
and implemented. It could be regarded as a policy paradigm shift from highlighting the principles of restriction and
regulation toward the protection of peasant workers’ rights and interests. From a historic perspective, the paper
analizes the policy transformations and identifies the main factors that contribute to the paradigm change. It also
explores the major institutional impediments that would deter the state’s efforts to solve the problem of peasant
workers in the future.

Keyword: Peasant Workers’ Policy = Paradigm Shift  Institutional Impediments
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