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Social Rights and Harmonious Society:

New Perspective of China’s Social Policy
Weiqing Guo
Abstract: This paper aims to answer three important questions in contemporary China, when it is turning to a
harmonious society with mature social policies: what policy experiences/lessons can China learn from the mature
welfare states? Whether social welfare facilitates economic efficiency or not? Whether welfare costs can be
controlled or not? Three dimensions are proposed to fulfill this end. First, social rights. Theories and policy
practices that initiate and are developed from this conception should be seen as the best knowledge from western
welfare states to China. Second, active social welfares. It could be the basis for convincing the positive
connections between social welfare and economic efficiency. Third, civil society. It is argued that virtuous circle
among well-organized civil society, governments and enterprises can effectively decrease the costs throughout

welfare provisions and service delivery.

Keywords: Social Rights Social Policy Welfare State Harmonious Society
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