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The Future of Budgeting Theory
(North Illinois University/Center for Public Administration

Research )

Irene Rubin
Abstract: Research on public budgeting requires theoretical support. However,
development of budgeting theory is not satisfying. The author argues that theory
building of a budgeting theory should focus on two key issues: choose
appropriate research methods and develop solid research design to achieve a
comprehensive understanding of the real word. This paper introduces three types
of research design: one time, one-government studies, long-term historical

studies, and comparative studies of multiple levels of government or diverse
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countries. Meantime, the author also offers detailed suggestions on defining
research questions and selecting research methods under each type of research

designs.

Key words: Budgeting theory, Research methods, Research design, Historical study,

Comparative study
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