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Responsibility for other:
walking out the plight ofself-responsibility and collective-responsibility

Gu hongliang
(Department of Philosophy of East China Normanl University )

Abstract:Responsibility always includes two opposite views:self-responsibility and collective-responsibility.
The paradox between them reflects the conflict of individulism and collectivism. The way of walking out the
plight is to transcend them. Levinas' responsibility for other shows the possibility. It claims that human's
morality is not structureed by self-will or common-will, but by ethical order of other and responsibility for other.
We can get two revelation: the first is that using | and responsible relation shapes ethic; the second is that we
must keep awe and respect to other.

Key words: responsibility for other; self-responsibility; collective-responsibility; other
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