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On the Word “2/1” in Oracle Bone Inscriptions

LIU Hai-gin
(Chinese Department, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: In the Oracle-Bone inscriptions, the word «W» used with “#%”. “#i”. “42” is always considered as
the omitting of “ 24 ” since Guo Mo-ruo and Hu Hou-xuan. They thought it is pronounced “jia”, means bearing a boy
and related with the sexual discrimination. But its variant font styles tell us it is only pronounced “li”, and the
principle of yinjinyitong (%ix i) tells us it means women bear successfully, and so does the Oracle-Bone
inscriptions context. In fact, “Lu ” noted the dystocia of ancient women, which can be verified in the historical
documents and archaeological materials.

Key Words: s LU}; variant font style; sexual discrimination; dystocia
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