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The Analysis and Classification of the Structure of Chinese
Characters ---Examine 540 Radicals in Shuo Wen Jie Zi and Basic Symbols in
Some Important Dictionaries

HONG ling- wen
( Center for the Study of Chinese Characters and Their Applications, East China Normal University,
Shanghai 200062, China )

Abstract: Chinese Characters are first arranged by radicals in Shuo Wen Jie Zi .So far, radicals
indexing system is still one of the means to organize Characters in Chinese dictionaries, because it can
reflect the feature of Chinese Characters. Xu Shen formulated some principles to arrange Chinese
Characters, and every dictionary in history was complied on the base of it. However, there are some
mistakes in 540 radicals because of the lack of ancient Chinese Characters and the author’s
self-negligence. This paper uses more scientific structure theory of Chinese Characters to examine
Xiaozhuan System in Shuo Wen Jie Zi, and analyze fundamental symbols to conclude basic types and
principles, consulting Wan Xiang Ming Yi of Tang Dynasty and modern dictionaries: Hanyu Da Zidian

and Biaozhun Hanyu Zidian. This paper can be referred to when arrange and research Kaishu System.
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