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The sacrifice activity of Shang and Zhou Dynasties in light of bronze inscriptions

QIN jian-wen
(Chinese Department, Qujing Normal College, Yunnan Province 655000, China)

Abstract: The foundation of ritual ceremony is the sacrifice. The ritual system of Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties
are both the social custom and the religious belief and political system of society then . The ceremony includes three
aspects, which are identical with the sacrifice content of bronze ware inscriptions. From the bronze inscriptions ,
the ceremony system is the nucleus of the Zhou kings , in order to strengthen the domination of nation . The
importance placed on sacrifice characterized the patriarchal system. Therefore, Shang and Zhou bronze

inscriptions become an epitome and portrayal of the ruling order in Zhou courts .

Keyword: bronze inscriptions; ritual; sacrifice;
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