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The formation of na stroke in light of unearthed writings

LIU Zhi-ji
(Center for Studies of Chinese Characters and Their Application, East China Normal University,
Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: Unlike the alphabetical writings, the way of combining components of Chinese characters can
be both vertical and horizontal. The traditional order of the characters was vertical too, which might cause
confusion. It is not always easy to decide whether two glyphs in vertical sequence make one character or
two characters. The “na” stroke, falling right-downwards, formed a stressed undulation and served as a
mark of separation. This resulted in the formation of “na” stroke.
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