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Ideas on Organizing the Relationships among Variant Forms of Characters
in Super Chinese Character Database

ZHANG Zai-xing

(Center for the Study of Chinese Characters and Their Applications, East China Normal University, Shanghai
200062,China)

Abstract: With the expanding of Chinese character database, historical variant forms of Chinese characters
collected in the database are increasing. While making the complete computerization of Chinese character possible,
the expansion of the database brings new problems to character input, form transition between simplified and
complex, and indexing of historical documents. To solve these problems, we should organize the character database.
In addition to selecting characters, this organization work will mainly focused on clarifying the relationships between
the variant forms of characters, building up the multi-levels of inner joins, and marking the source property of each
character. With this kind of work done, the Chinese Character database can be fully utilized.

Key words: super Chinese Character Database; Variant forms of Chinese characters; clarifying the relationships
between the variant forms of characters
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