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A Classification of Nanzhao’s Ancient Town Remains
in the Erhai Lake Area

He Jin-long

Abstract: There are nearly 10 ancient town remains in the Erhai Lake area. They have different functions
and features, and can be divided into 5 categories: 1. capital towns, 2. military towns for defensive use, 3.
family temple towns, 4.towns for house arrest, 5.feudal towns. According to the locations, they can be
divided into 3 kinds: 1. capital town severed as political, cultural and economic center; 2.military works for
guarding the capital town; and 3. towns as rear bases. No matter how to classify them, they share the
same purpose: to solid the power of Nanzhao Kingdom to ensure the rulers’ ease and comfort. The
purpose did come true.

Keywords: Nanzhao; Ancient Town Remains; Erhai Lake Area; Classification
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