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“Market” in the Northern Dynasty: System,Behavior and Notion

--- Method of Studying Ancient History of China Discussion Aditionally

Hou Xudong

(the Institute of History,Chinese Academy of social sciences, Beijing100836,China )

Abstract: We find from the observations of the “market” in the Northern Dynasty the meaning of the “market” was different to
people with different social background,With the participation of various group of people the “market” was a vast scebe of
various acticities:affording of livelihood,exchange of knoweledge,enforcement of rulership and an object of thinking ,It put into
play its channelling functions:communicating of supply and demang,swapping Vvisible goods,belongings ang
knowledges,undderstanding of urban and rural life and a collecting and distribuing centre of information exchange.In ordinary
time the market official came into contracts with the marketeers playing rule and management for the authorities.In time of
carrying our a death sentence,the market served as mulit—efficiency show:the humble offcial of the market manager, the death
sentence exceuter of the high rank official,the imperial edict,etc.

In writing this paper the writer deems that we are hardly to approach the ancient by using the modern logical method

introduced from the West probe into the problems into the ancient history of China.

Key words: market;system;behavior.;notion
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