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Turks and Turkestan

WEN Chang-hong
(Northwest Ethnic Minorities Research Center, Xinjiang Univ, Urumgi 830046,China)

Abstract: The name of Turkestan early appeared in ancient Chinese literature and Its mean was "helem”.Turk who
was one branch of Hiong nu lived at the foot of the south-west of the Altai Moutain in China. Since the khanate of the Turk
found A.D.552 it had become more and more influent. In the 10th century, both Arab and Persians named the place
where the Turks lived as Turkestan, in other word the place should be in the North Asia . After the 13th century ,
historians called Turkstan as city and town . Subsequately, the historians named the Transoxiama as “Turkestan”. Later
the 15th century, the central Asia was divided into three parts including Turkestan and so on . At the same time ,Turkestan
was acted as a name of some city. When the crusader army invaded the orienation, Europeans called the Ottuman empire
as “Turkey”. In addition , they couldn’t distingish the Turkey between the religion and the people. At the same time, it
was difficult for people to understand the exact place of “tula” because of the vague name. In the 19th century,
Zhemalundin  set up a theory on Pan-Islamism and Pan-turism, as a result he was not only regarded as an enemy by
west countries but also abanished by some Islamic countries. Therefore these theories served the west colonialism and
helped fasist invade other counties. Russia concocted the name of the east Turkestan. All in all, the theory on
“Double-pan” that followed Hoja had become a instrument to divide China .

keyword: Turkestan; Pan-Islamism; Pan-Turkism
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