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Social Capital and Community Poverty Alleviation

Wen Jun Zhang Saijun

(East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062
University of lllinois at Urban-Champaign, lllinois 61801)

Abstract: This study presents a brief overview about the development of social capital theories in western
countries, and discusses the internal linkage and differences of major social capital conceptions. It points out
the actual difficulties to use social capital as an independent approach in community development and
community poverty alleviation. The major issue for such difficulties is that the accumulation of social capital
(especially bridging and linking capital, which is critical to community economic development) has to heavily
rely on actors’ socioeconomic status. At last, this study discusses the referential value of social capital in

China’s community economic research.
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