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International Law, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072,China)

Abstract: Maritime transport service, as one important part of international trade in service, is crucial for
economic development of a country. This article introduces the WTO multilateral negotiation in maritime
transport service, and points out GATS is the legal base for maritime transport service. China has been
opening its maritime transport market since 1980s, otherwise, this industry is not so competitive as
foreign companies. After analysis of other countries’ laws and polices, the obligations under GATS, and
actual condition of China, we think China should strengthen the support and protection of domestic

maritime transport industry, and perfect related legal system.
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