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Evaluation on Bar-Hillel’s Index Theory

XIA Nian-xi

( School of Politics and Law, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100037,China )

abstract: Bar-Hillel, the first scholar who studied index theory systematically, established his Index
Theory logically upon the distinction between “semantic reference “and “pragmatic reference”. By
illustrating the basic concepts of “semantic reference "and “pragmatic reference” first, this paper focuses
on addressing to his argumentation “index sentence is not eliminable”, and rather elaborately analyzes
the similarities and differences between Hillel's Theory and Strawson’s related theory in On Referring.

An adequate evaluation of Hillel's theory is also conducted in this paper.

Key words: index; situation of discourse; semantic reference; pragmatic reference
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