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Citizenship Morality and citizenship education

Jin Shenghong

(Research Institute of Moral Education, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210097)

Abstract:Public life is the sphere where human beings live together. Thus, citizenship is one of the basic
characteristics of man who lives in community and it is essential in humanity. Citizens not only pursue
personal wellbeing, but also flourish social mutual wellbeing. So citizens commit public responsibility. If
man actualizes humanity and qualities as a man in public sphere, then citizenship developed by the
public life is the heart of humanity. Citizens participate in public life by thinking, speaking and acting for
public wellbeing. The way of participation fosters the ethos of pursuit of excellence and virtues. Public
Sphere is the domain where citizen qualities are brought out. Public life encourages citizens to pursue
virtues and it is the domain that citizen virtues are practiced. So public life is an indispensable premise to
the full-development of virtues of citizens. Civil society is based on the public spiritedness, qualities such
as the rationality, morality and competences. Moral virtues of citizens are the foundation of public life.
Moral commitment is vital to the flouring of public life. True education is the practice of citizenship itself.
Only existing the ideal of citizenship can education become the real form to educate citizenship.
Education is the most important practice of Community. It brings up an educated public. The aim of
education is to actualize a better and justice society, citizenship education under the ideal of public life
should change the society. It is the mission of education especially for the countries where citizenship is
less practiced like China.

Keywords: citizenship; public life; citizenship education
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