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The Coming of Information Society and its Moral Challenges

Jau Wei Dan

Professor, Taipei Municipal Teachers College

Abstract: The coming of new sciences or technologies usually bring about moral uneasiness. This
uneasiness is generally based on three reasons. First, it comes from the worry that new sciences and
technologies may fundamentally change the way of life as we are familiar with; secondly, it is derived
from the fear that the new waves may turn out to be terminators of human society or human species as
many Hollywood films had shown; thirdly, it might be grounded on the reason that the new trend will
shake the received moral ideas we hold. Given this understanding, the author of this essay suggests
that the moral uneasiness against the coming of information society should be understood along the
same line. In addition to this, it is argued that even though the moral uneasiness concerned is
understandable, it is, however, unnecessary.

It is also claimed in the essay that the advancement of new sciences and technologies will not, and
should not, be stopped by the moral uneasiness that accompanies the advancement. What needs to be
done is to adopt a moral framework which can accommodate the new development of information
society.

Keywords: moral uneasiness, information society, individualism



