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Traces of the Rusheng Tails of Chinese in the Khitan Small Script

WU Ying-zhe
(Mongolian Studies College, Inner Mongolia University, 010021 Hohhot, Inner Mongolia)

Abstract: Many Chinese Loanwords spelt exist in the data of Khitan Small Script. According to elements
entered into Khitan language from Chinese and sounds of some original characters which have already
been deciphered, a fact can be verified by consulting sounds of the middle ancient and modern times is
that Chinese loanwords used in the Khitan Language in the 11-12" centuries still retain the Rusheng tails
-p, -t, -k.. In the present author’s opinion, sound decipherment of the Khitan Small Script should be
primarily based on Zhongyuan Yinyun ({ ¥ /& &%) as well as works like Guangyun (&)~ #4)) that reflects
phonetic system of the middle ancient Chinese.

Key Words: Khitan Small Script; Rusheng ; Tone Tails -p, -t, -k
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