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Migrants and Modernization in Northeast China: 1850-1911

BAI Hongzhong
(College of Chinese Language and Culture, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071)

Abstract: Migrants had poured massively into Northeast China since the ban on migration to that area
was lifted in 1860. When modernization developed in that area on a large scale, migrants played an

important role from 1860 to 1911 in terms of population increase as well as agricultural, industrial, urban
and other developments. But it is also argued that migration was not the leading force and main driver of
modernization in that area because of specific requirements of modernization and limitations of migrants

themselves. However, migrants did endow modernization in Northeast China a plastic feature at that time.

Keywords: Migrant; Northeast China; Modernization; 1860-1911
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