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Rise of the Hunan Faction and Change of Social
Structure in the Late Qing Dynasty

DONG Conglin
(College of History and Culture , Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050091, China)

Abstract: The Hunan faction is an important military and political force in the late Qing Dynasty. It is argued
that the Hunan faction combined politics and geography, military and politics as well as core and periphery and
had a special relationship between soldier and top officers in terms of its elements and characteristics. The rise
of that faction of military and political force has an important influence on the military system, inner structure of the
ruling group and evolution of people’s secret society in the late Qing dynasty. Moreover, its influence also
extended to social, economic and cultural fields. The rise of the Hunan faction apparently has an function of
laying foundation and starting a process of power transition from the Hunan faction to the Anhui faction and then to
Yuan Shikai's Northern Warlords.
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