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Social Change in China: 1900 — 1949

ZHANG Yufa

(Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica Taipei, Tianwan)

Abstract: Industrialization has been a common goal for all people who want China to be a prosperous
and powerful country. Industrialization gives so much impetus to new knowledge, technology and new
educational system that new intellectuals and technicians take the place of gentlemen; meanwhile a
industrial and commercial class rises, being a main driver of Chinese economic development and having
increasing political influence. Industrialization also forces more and more people move from agricultural
sector to industrial sector, improving people’s living standard and establishes urban society totally

different from traditional rural society.

Keywords: First Half of the Twentieth Century; Industrialization; Social Change
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