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An Exploration on Spellings of the Khitan Small Script

WU Ying-zhe

(Mongolian Studies College, Inner Mongolia University, 010021 Huhhot, Inner Mongolia)

Abstract: More than half of the original characters of the Khitan Small Script have spelt today. Theoretically, we
could read some Khitan words thanks to those original characters which have been spelt.Unfortunately, spellings
of the original characters by scholars are often failed when we read Khitan words whereas they are usually correct
for the spellings of Chinese loan words. By observation of deciphered words and comparison with the spelling
system of the ancient Turkic script, we may regard that an “additive vowel” is used in the spellings of the original
Khitan characters, e.g. an original character begun with a consonant can be spelled a cluster preceded by a vowel.
The preceded vowels concerned are possibly determined by the vowel harmony rule.

Key Words: Khitan Small Script; Spelling; Method of additive vowel
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