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Conflict and Coexistence: Government and Qingmiaohui (a village
self-governing organization to protect unripe grains)
in North China in the Republic of China

WANG Hongbing
(History Department, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: Qingmiaohui initiated as a village self-governing organization to protect unripe grains
experienced great changes in the period of the Republic of China when government kept on infiltrating
village affairs politically and economically to strengthen its control over local society. Meanwhile, local
society also utilized various resources to protect its collective interest. There were not only intense
conflicts between government and village society but also possibility of harmonious coexistence between
them whenever there is a common interest. It is open to discuss that the method of one-way
understanding of the relationship between state and village society. In rural areas of the North China,
Qingmiaohui did interact actively with government in many aspects such as administrative reform, order
maintenance and financial needs while it dealt with internal affairs in village. So, it is argued that
Qingmiaohui is a functor in conflict and coexistence between government and village society.

Keywords: The Republic of China; Qingmiaohui; Rural Areas in North China; State and Society
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