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Political Struggle over Body: Changing of Hairstyle in Modern China

ZHANG De’an
( North China Electric Power University, Baoding 071003, China)

Abstract: This paper discusses social changes from the late Ming Dynasty to the early Republic of
China in terms of hairstyle change to explore the political struggle over human body. The Manchu
rulers had national hairstyle changed so as to recreate Chinese image and national concept. When the
Qing Dynasty was overthrown, Chinese hairstyle was changed again along modern idea. It is argued
that hairstyle change in political movements shows political struggle over human body as part of national

image.
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