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Two questions about the effect of Huizhou salt merchants

Wang Congyun

Abstract: :Huizhou salt merchants in the Ming-Qing period were the products which the late feudal society
changed from natural economy to commodity economy. They were always important part in the transport and sale
for Huai(ift) and Zhe(il7) salts. But imperial governments in the Ming and Qing dynasties brought only positive
factor of capital and labor force from nongovernmental merchants into play for accomplishing the change from
autocratic sales to autocratic collecting taxes by the government. The imperial governments did not give salt
merchants the autocratic right. So Huizhou salt merchants were not the monopolists. The profit rate of trade of salt
merchants was 10 per cent or more for selling Huai salt in the Ming-Qing period. So Huizhou salt merchants

reaped only the profit which should be reaped by them.
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