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Civil Economic Disputes and their Settlements in Ninghua
in the Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China

WANG Rigen*, CHEN Yao?
(1.2. Institute of History, Xiamen University, Xianmen 361005, China)

Abstract: In the Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China, there were still operating mechanisms of civil
self-administration in many fields in basic society. Different kinds of economic disputes (such as those
of occupying mountains with graveyards, robbing graves and those over property rights of mountain and
house) generated in socioeconomic activities and processes of their settlements were recorded in many
genealogies and contracts in Ninghua County, Fujian Province. It is helpful to explore those historical
data in order to have a better understanding of administrative patterns in basic society in mountain areas
of Fujian Province at that time and to reveal the relationship between governmental mechanisms and
those of civil administrations in basic society. It is argued that it is because of those positive efforts from
civil society that local governments could avoid troubles of complex affairs to maintain relative efficiency
and to achieve the goal of stable social order.

Keywords: Ninghua; Civil Disputes; Customary Law; Genealogy; Contract
HAS B H: 2005-12-30

@A LEAR, B, 1964454, BITKFRALAMTAHL, HEAFH, H3E, &, 1984 F4, B
KFH LA A .



